


“Inevitably, those major systems
will completely fail. When that
happens, we do not have the
ability to replace those systems.”

Other problems facing
Wishard include:

The hospital runs at 98 percent
of capacity, compared with a
national average of 66 percent
for acute care hospitals.

The oors in the operating rooms
are separated by 11 feet, 4 inches;
the standard oor-to- oor height

of 17 feet allows for modern
mechanical and electrical systems.

Critically injured trauma patients
headed from the emergency
department to the operating room
must be wheeled through a public
hallway that often is clogged with
other patients, hospital visitors
and workers carting everything
from garbage to food.

The new Wishard, Gutwein said,
would have private hallways for
such transports and a simple
design that allows people to easily
nd where they need to go.

Health and Hospital Corp.
plans to tap several sources
of funding for the project.

It has set aside about $150 million
in cash for a new hospital.

The Wishard Foundation wants
to raise about $50 million
over the next ve years.

Health and Hospital Corp.’s surpluses
also can be used to pay down debt.
The company is projecting a surplus
of about $55 million for 2009.

“We are completely committed to

no tax increases,” Gutwein said.
“You should only seek a tax increase
if that’s your last alternative, and

we have other alternatives.”

Property taxes now supply
about $24.9 million — or about
5.4 percent — of Wishard’s
$486 million in revenue.
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the referendum Is approve
by Marion County voters, the
new Wishard complex could
be completed by late 2013,
according to Gutwein.

Voter turnout is key

Winning at the polls, though,
could be tricky — especially
because the Wishard project
is the only countywide issue
slated for the Nov. 3 vote.

With no candidate races luring voters
to the polls, turnout could be light.

“In lightly attended elections,
the people who are in opposition
turn out and vote,” said George
Geib, professor of history at
Butler University. “The real
problem for the Wishard people
will be promoting turnout.”

Just how low the turnout might be is
unclear. The special congressional
election in March 2008 after the
death of U.S. Rep. Julia Carson,
D-Indianapolis, had a turnout of
18.2 percent of registered voters.

Wishard, however, can look

for support from many of its
roughly 4,200 employees. Also,
more than 1,100 physicians
practice at the hospital.

Patients and employees

Wishard served 19,264 admitted
patients last year and 111,177 peof
in emergency department visits. The
hospital has 4,200 employees and
is a major teaching hospital for the
Indiana University School of Medici

A hospital with history
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According to Geib, a key could be
convincing voters in the county’s
suburban regions of the value of a
facility they may not personally use.

“The most important thing out there
is...that people feel there needs to be
better health care, and it needs to be
provided to more people,” he said.



